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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tux following Sermons, it has been ima- 
gined, might be of ſome ſervice beyond 
the bounds of a ſmall Pariſh to which they 
were addreſſed. If the Author has deceiv- 
ed himſelf therein, it is but what has hap- 
pened to many before him. 


2 PETER iii. 17. 


2 BELOVED, SEEING YOU KNOW THESE THINGS 
© ALREADY, BEWARE, LEST YE ALSO, BEING 
«© LED AWAY WITH THE ERROR or THE 
© WICKED, FALL FROM YOUR OWN erkp- 

boy FASTNESS,” 


* things of which the Apoſtle here ſpeaks, 
are, the certain aſſurance Chriſt's coming to 
. Judgement, together with the diſſolution of this world. 
7 Te now inhabit. An awful ſubject! and nghly 
J deſerving of ſerious meditation! 
The Apoſtle, when he wrote this, was 3 
5 ed in years; and knew, from the mouth of our 
= Lord himſelf, that he was ſhortly to ſuffer mar- 
tyrdom for the teſtimony which he bore to Chriſt. 
This Epiſtle therefore may be conſidered as a 
farewell to thoſe who. had embraced Chriſtianity; 
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L411 
to exhort them to continue ſtedfaſt in the practice 
as well as the profeſſion of it : warning them of falſe 


teachirs wWhd would ariſe. in the boſom of the 


Church of Chriſt, and introduce erroneous doc- 
trines into it; as alſo, that in the laſt days“ 


there would be ſcoffers, walking after their 


* own luſts ;” who. would blaſpheme and deride 
Chriſtianity, and ſet it at nought. But he aſſures 
them, that the word of God is true, and will be 
verified in its time; and the threats and the pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel will punctually be fulfilled. 
Whereupon he concludes with exhorting them, 
in the words of my text, © Ye therefore beloved, 
« ſeeing ye know theſe things already, beware, 
e leſt ye alſo, being led away with the error of the 
wicked, fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs.“ 

The ſame which the Apoſtle here ſays to them, 


it ſhould ſeem may without any forced conſtryc- 


tion be faid by your Paſtor, on the folemn occa- 
ſion of this Day, to you. Though far inferior to 
the Apoſtle in gifts, or knowledge of what may 
be the deſigns of the Almighty ; yet, as a veteran 
in your ſervice, who feels daily the weakneſs of 
declining years, and that he muſt not expect to 
be able often to addrefs you more from hence; 
he thinks he cannot in any way better employ the 


* 2 Peter iii, 3» 
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preſent opportunity, than by taking the frame of 
this Epiſtle for his model, and ſpeaking freely to 
you: recalling to your minds the principal points 
of that, which, during above twenty years cloſe 
attention to you and watching over you, he has 
endeavoured to inculcate; warning you of what 
is to come upon the world in due time ; and cau- 
tioning you, ** leſt, being led aftray” by the error 
of the wicked, you ſhould fall from your fted- 
faſtneſs in the belief of the Goſpel promiſes; 
and fail of that bleſſed hope, to which while 
ſtrength has laſted he has endeavored to conduct 
you. What is now coming upon the world, no 
man can tell. That the times are perillous, beyond 
what imagination could have conceived poſſible, 
we all know. Let us try, whether we may not be 
awakened thereby to a proper conſideration of our 
true intereſts. - 

The General Inſtruction you have received, 
during the time I have had the happineſs of being 
ſet over you, has been, the grounding you well 
in the Fundamental Truths of Chriſtianity, and 
the Practice reſulting from them. I mean, the 
being of a God ; his creation of the whole world; 
and his providential care of it, and of every 
individual in it: the Revelations he has made of 
himſelf and of his will to mankind; to Adam, to 
the Patriarchs, to the Iſraelites or Jews by Moſes, 
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and laſt of all by Jeſus Chriſt his Son; whom he 
ſent in the nature and form of mortal man, to re- 
deem mankind from fin and from death; to pro- 
claim pardon to us all, on repentance and amend- 
ment of life; to aſſure us, through faith in him, 
of a reſurrection to eternal life; and to eternal 
happineſs 1n that life, provided we exert our en- 
deavors to live in obedience to his commands dur- 
ing our continuance here; and with a promiſe, 
that we ſhall receive the aſſiſtance of God's holy 
Spirit, if we ſeek and aſk it, to help our infirmities, 
and enable us to do what He expects us to ſtrive 
to perform. Theſe things, you all know, have 
been again and again inculcated; as the great 
guide to our behaviour, the foundation of all 
our hope. And though practical Duties have 
been often the ſubje& of our Diſcourſes in this 
place, as the end to which all knowledge ought 
to lead; however conſonant they be with pure 
morality, you know they have always been enforc- 
ed upon you on Goſpel principles, as 0d 
by the revealed will of God. 

Morality alone, however . agreeable to man's 
ad. and the feelings of right and wrong 
impreſſed on the human heart, cannot inſpire 
ſuch affured confidence as what we have received 
from the Declarations of the Almighty. It is 
from Him, and him alone, we can know with 
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any certainty chat there will be another life 


after this. However the reaſoning of man might 


have led him to ſuch a hope; that hope was faint 


indeed before the coming of Jeſus Chriſt. How- 


ever true it be, that the Jes might have dedu- 


ced it from ſome paſſages of thoſe holy writings 
which were in their hands; even their knowledge 
of it was mixed with uncertainty, till it was de- 
clared to man, as it was purchaſed for man, by 
Jeſus Chriſt. From him and his Apoſtles we have 
learnt, whence ſin came into the world, and 
wherefore death; how pardon was obtained for 
us; and that another life is intended for us, where- 
in each perſon will be recompenſed according to 
his deſerving here. An object this, to which to 


look forward with earneſtneſs; a Goal to which 


to contend with all our might. | 

This therefore it has been the des al hs 
inſtruction you have had from me, to lay fairly 
and fully before you; and to impreſs well theſe 


eternal truths, not only on your minds, but your 


hearts too: and you well know that no exertions 
have been ſpared to enforce them: that, © having 


* eſcaped the corruption that 1s in the world, you 


might ſecure to yourſelves an entrance into the 

« everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 

&« Jeſus Chriſt,” This I will affure you has been 
B 3 
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my endeayor for you : and therefore you now 
« are put in remembrance of them. “ 

In the general turn of the Diſcourſes you have 
had here, it may have been obſerved, that very 
ſeldom any thing has been advanced upon ſpecu- 
lative points in divinity; or the. controverſies 
which have divided the Church of Chriſt under 
the name of Hereſy. This, Iwill confeſs, has 
always ſtudiouſly been avoided before you. Our 
office is to teach Chriſtianity ; pure Chriſtianity, 
ſuch as we find it in the Holy Scriptures, and 
not in the interpretations of fallible men. And 
your time as well as ours is far better employed, 
in ſearching after clear and certain and practical 
truths, and laying them up in memory; than in 
any abſtruſe doctrines whatſoever. Indeed, be- 
fore a mixed congregation, the more carefully 
erroneous doctrines are kept out of fight, the bet- 
ter it is for the generality of hearers, 

The' errors of other Churches have incidentally 
been mentioned, ſo far as they affe& practice; 
but no farther. And you know, you have always 
been cautioned at the ſame time, againſt any aſ- 
perity or ſharpneſs towards thoſe of any commu- 
nion * 1 our om. | 


* 2 Peter i, 12. 
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Againſt the Enthuſiaſm of the Methodiſts you 
have. been cautioned from tune to time, left you 
be miſled thereby in reſpe& of your conduct, or 


rendered unhappy in your minds. So far as the 


Methodiſts are fincere, and zealous to inculcate 
what they eſteem right, we do not blame them: 
In that reſpe& they deſerve commendation. But 
we ought to blame thoſe of them, and we do 


blame all thoſe, who are guilty of uncharitableneſs 


towards ſuch as differ from them. Their inculcat- 
ing the neceſſity of Faith or Belief and Truſt 
in God, and in His having redeemed mankind 


by Jefus Chriſt, is certainly true Goſpel doctrine. 


But their ſuppoſing that Faith alone. is to fave 
men, without a ſuitable Practice in the conduct 
of their lives, is as certainly an Error: which will 
lead, and we ſee does lead ſome into the habitual 
practice of vice; from a ſuppoſition: that on ac- 
count of their profeſſion of Faith, they are fecure 
of happineſs 'eternal, however they may behave ; 
and which does lead others of better diſpoſition, 
into melancholy: and deſpair, and thence too fre- 
quently into abſolute madneſs; from their not 
having preſumption. enough to pretend to feel 
what they do not feel; or enthuſiaſm enough to 
fancy they feel an affurance of their ſalvation, 
which frail man cannot have. 
B 3 
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Againſt the leading Errors of the Church of 
Rome you have © been ' cautioned ; ſeldom by 
name, becauſe I could wiſh you not to be un- 
charitable towards them; though once I gave you 
a ſeries of diſcourſes profeſſedly on that ſubject, 


at a time when it appeared neceſſary to lay their 


Errors open before you. Indeed againſt them, 
it is proper from time to time to caution man- 
kind: becauſe that is a corruption of Chriſtianity 
expreſsly pointed out by Prophecy, as what was 
to ariſe in the Church of Chriſt, and what is to 
continue for a certain ſpecific term and no long- 
er: a corrupt Church, from whoſe Commu- 
nion God's © people” are exhorted to come 
* out”* before its deſtruction ;' for that it ſhould 
come to an end and be deſtroyed with a fignal deſ- 
truction before the coming of Chriſt to judgement. 
Againſt your being miſled by them, it has there - 
fore appeared to be our Duty to caution you. 

But there is another Error againſt which our 
diſcourſes have more frequently been pointed; 
becauſe that appeared moſt urgent in theſe days; 
I mean the faſhionable Error of Unbelief. Againſt 
that you know many and many a Diſcourſe has 
been levelled: more perhaps than ſome perſons 
may have thought neceſſary in this place. But, 


Rev. xviii. 4. 


K 

ſeeing the miſchievous ſtrides Infidelity had been 
making in other countries, and the progreſs it 
ſeems to have had in this, made me the more in 
earneſt to counteract its baneful influence where- 
ever my weak endeayors could reach. Though 
diſtreſſing it was to think, that the human mind 
ſhould ſo far debaſe itſelf, and depart from all 
ſenſe of right, as in theſe enlightened days to queſ- 
tion the exiſtence of a Deity, whoſewonderful 
works are better known than ever they were in 
former times; little was it to be expected that we 
ſhould live to ſee the day, when Atheiſm is 
publickly profeſſed in an aſſembly of one of the 
moſt enlightened nations, and received there 
with applauſe. Though our endeavors have been 
to obviate the miſchievous ſpreading of the works 
of a voluminous French vriter;æ ho manifeſtly 
not from principle or conviction, but merely for 
the ſake of applauſe, had been ſapping the foun- 
dation of Revelation; little could it be imagined 
that the day would come, when the aſhes of that 
man ſhould be brought in triumph from a diſtant 
country, to be depoſited in his native ſoil,” whence 
he had been baniſhed for unbelief; and that a 
ſtatue ſhould be erected to his memory in a tem- 
ple, and venerated there with next to divine 
honours. Though I have been zealous to guard 


you againſt the contagion, which by deftroying 


* Voltaire. 
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all the principles of religion, all hope of another 
life, muſt tend to confound the diſtinction be- 
tween right and wrong, and undermine the 
foundation of Government and good order among 
men; little was it to be expected we ſhould fee 
the day, when one of the moſt poliſhed, and 
ſeemingly moſt obſequious and beſt regulated of 
nations, ſhould become a pattern of Anarchy; 
a hotrid example to mankind of cruelty and 
more than ſavage barbarity; a Mark certainly 
of the diſpleaſure of the Almighty upon them, 
for their having caſt * all eee, m 
Him. 

It has been aid oro of . that fuck 
great things are objects of prophecy; and people 
have been diſpoſed to ſearch the ſcriptures, in 
order to diſcover what is to be the iiſue of this un- 
heard of ſcene. That they are objects of pro- 
phecy, your Paſtor will freely declare he has little 
doubt. Such things are not permitted without 
good reaſon: and as they are always known 
before to the Almighty, ſo they are often declar- 
ed before. But the reaſon may not be to be diſ- 
cerned by us. The conſequence to which any 
Prophecy points, is never to be ang . till 
after the event. | 
The Captivity of the Jos in Babylon. was' des 

clared: by the Prophets before it happened; and 


| RO 

that it ſhould. laſt juſt ſeventy years: and Cy- 
rus, by whom they were to de reſtored, was men- 
tioned by name by the Prophet Iſaiah“ near 
two hundred years before his birth. Vet was the 
whole ſo involved in prophetic language, that 
Cyrugs entry into Babylon, was as unexpected 
as the moſt unlikely thing that could occur. 
The Birth of Chriſt was repeatedly the ſubject 
of the prophetic writings ; and various particulars 
were ſpecified long before, which ſhould attend 
it: all which are clear to us now, but were not ſo 
to thoſe who lived before the time of their accom- 
pliſhment. | Juob % as | Fi 

The Deſtruction of Jeruſalem was foretold by 
our Saviour himſelff: and certain ſigus were 
given to the faithful Chriſtians, when to quit the 
city: but che infatuated Jews underſtood them 
not, or would not pay attention to them; and 
many periſhed for their unbelief: and at this 
day we behold their deſcendants, the remnant of 
them, wandering as vagabonds upon the earth 
now above one thoufand ſeven. hundred years: 
and we know from the mouth of our Lord him- 
ſelf, that they will wander in their diſperſion, 
till towards the time of his ſecond coming. 


* Ifaiah xliv. 8. + Matt. xxv. 
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Ihe falling off from pure Chriſtianity to Popery 
was declared in the emlieſt days by St. Paul, K and 
St. Peter, and morerexpreſsly by St. John in the 
book of Revelation. And another falling off to 
Mahometaniſm was intimated by him too.F And 
it ſhould ſeem as if each was to have its end after 
one thouſand two hundred and ſixty years (a 
term ſpecified by the Prophet Daniel many ages 
before John.) Popery we ſee has arifen juſt as 
it was foretold it would; and has infected the 


Meſtern world with its errors. Mahomet has 


ariſen, and miſled the Eaſt) with his falſe doc. 


trines. And can we doubt that, when the time 


appointed arrives, both ſhall ceaſe? The Jews 
we fee diſperſed over every country; a by- word 
and a proverb every where: Our Saviour declared 
they ſhould. And can we doubt but that they 
will be recalled, and reftored, and embrace 
Chriſtianity, when the defigns of the Almighty 
are fulfilled ? when the times are ripe for it? 

„ Scoffers, St. Peter tells us, in the Chapter 
whence my text is taken, there will be in the 
«laſt days, who ſhall ridicule the belief of 
Chriſt's coming. Yet will he moſt certainly not 


12 Theſſ. ii. 2. 1. Tim. iv. x Þ Rev. * . 
+} Dan. vii. 25. Xii. 7. | 
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come the leſs aſſuredly for their ſcoffing. He will 
come, when it is ſeen fitting he ſhould: come. 
And Popery, whoſe ſeat St. John points out to be 

at Rome; that great City which” at that time 
« reigned over the kings of the earth“; the city 
ſeated . on ſeven hillsf,” a name by which Rome 
was often deſcribed by her own poets; Popery 
will fall with a fignal deſtruction: and God's peo- 
ple are called upon, to “ come out of her,” T 
„that they be not partakers of her fins, and that 
they receive not of her plagues.” And Ma- 
homet that falſe Prophet,$ will probably fall about 
the ſame time, and be ſuffered no longer to de- 
ceive the world with his impoſture. - And the 
children of Iſrael, now diſperſed over the face 
of the earth, will acknowledge Chriſt, and be 
reſtored to the holy city. - And Chriſt himſelf 
will reign on the earth in righteouſneſs. Then 
will there be as it were a“ new heaven and a new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs} ;” and a 
new Jeruſalem for God's ele&t*#; for ſuch as have 
rendered themſelves worthy, during their conti- 
nuance here, to be elect of God, and be made 
partakers of the firſt reſurrection in Chriſt's king- 
dom. After which, at the final conſummation, 


Rev. xvii. 18* + Rev. xvii. 9. 1 Rev. xviii. 4. 
8 Rev. xvi. 13. 2 Peter ii. 13. Rev. xxi. 10. 
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all ſhall be raiſed; and all ſhall be judged by 
Chriſt himſelf; and all ſhall be ſentenced to hap- 
pineſs or to miſery, according to what they have 
done in the body, whether it be good or evil; 
when' Chriſt, having accompliſhed all things, ſhall 
give up the Kingdom to God the Father,” that 
“God may be all in all.”* 

Of the certainty of theſe things there can be 
no doubt. We read of them again and again 
in the holy Scriptures. © Heaven and earth may 


„ paſs away;” but the word of God will not 
fail. | 


Yet, When theſe things are to come to pals, it 
is not for us to know. Though ſpecified punc- 
tually as to the time; and what by and by will 
be known to have been ſo; it is not given to us 


to underſtand it yet. That remains in the boſom 


of the Father. While Popery continues, Chriſt 
will not come: but the deſtruction of Popery may 
be ſudden, and may be followed immediately by 
his coming: and we who are warned to come 
out of that church,” ought not to remain in 
her, nor to go over to her, nor to join in any of 
her errors, leſt we be partakers of her plagues. 
While there are followers of Mahomet's deluſion, 
it ſhould ſeem Chriſt will not come: but their 


1 25 |] 

deſtruction may and moſt probably will be ſudden: 
and we, who have been made acquainted. with 
the riſe of that falſe: prophet, ought to beware of 
being ſeduced by his difciples, or thinking too 
lightly of their errors. We are told that the com- 
ing of Chriſt will be fudden ; when leaſt expect- 
ed: and we are bidden to watch. We are com- 
manded in all ages to live in expectation of it; 
to ſtudy the prophecies, and to watch the figns : 
but we are not to pretend to turn prophets our- 
ſelves; nor to point their meaning to this or that 
or another nation, this or that or another year 
or even century of years. When it ſhall-pleaſe 
the Almighty Ruler to unfold the figns'to us; 
then ſhall he that is of a willing mind to receive 
the doctrine, be ſhewn its meaning, and will pro- 
fic from it himſelf, and will be a bleſſed helper 
in explaining the true interpretation of it to 
others: while, on the contrary, 'thoſe who are re- 
probate and alienated in their hearts from God, 
will be alienated in their underſtandings too; and 
will ſuffer juſtly for their unbelief ; becauſe they 
have wiltully deſpiſed the admonitions which God 
has given to the world. 4 

Thus far ſeems clear. But, to what the pre- 
ſent ſcene of things may tend, it is impoſſible to 
gueſs. It may be one of the preludes to the 
great cataſtrophe ; a fore runner not far diſtant. 


( 86 J 
But on the other hand, it may be one far off in- 

deed. What is immediately to be aſcribed to it, 
and it ſhould ſeem with little room for doubt, 
is, that the horrid ſcene diſplayed before all our 


eyes in a neighbouring nation, is intended as a 


WARNING TO MANKIND: a Mark to ſhew to 
what a ſtate of miſery they reduce themſelves when 


they caſt off all acknowledgement and depend- 


ance upon God. When men chooſe not to retain 


God in their knowledge,” ſays St. Paul, “ he 


“gives them over to a reprobate mind.” This we 
ſee now exemplified before our eyes. And the Leſ- 
ſon we ought to learn from it, is, to beware of 
their errors. Gun | im, 

But there is another Topic calls for a few more 
words from us on this day, by way of caution or 
admonition to you. Theſe people ſeem to anſwer 
in many particulars, to a deſcription the Apoſtle 
gives in the chapter before my text, of ſome, who, 
he ſays, © deſpiſe government; preſumptuous, 
*-ſelf-willed, they are not afraid to ſpeak evil of 
e dignities :”f but as natural brute beaſts 
* made to be taken and deſtroyed, they ſpeak 
evil of the things they underſtand not; and 
* ſhall utterly periſh in their own corruption, and 
< ſhall receive the reward of unrighteouſneſs. 


.* Romans i. | 28. a Peter ii. 10. f Verſe 12. 


AY 
Whether this has any relation to them we can- 


not ſay. Bur this we may affirm; theſe Atheiſtic 
philoſophers", pretending to underſtand the na- 
ture of Government beyond whatever has been. 
known in the world, has certainly led to the preſent 
ſcene of miſchief. - Yer ſurely, far different in 
every branch of ſcience is the Theory of what an 
ingenious mind can frame, from what Experience 
will juſtify. The naturaliſt, the philoſopher, 
che chemiſt, the farmer, may ſorm to themſelves 
Theories very plaufible und ingenious in their ſe- 
veral departments, and what it might appear from 
ſpeculation alone muſt be true: yet no ſooner 
have they recourſe to Practice, but experiment 
baffles all their viſionary ſchemes; and fome un- 
known, or unſeen, or unthought—of property, 
confounds the whole. The ſame it is in the art 
of Government. So complex a Syſtem is not 
the production of a moment; of one man, or of 
one ſet of men; but a work of Time. The man- 
ners of a people muſt be conſulted and taken 
into the accompt, before it can be ſaid with any 

propriety what Form of Government is beſt for 
them : and their minds and their habits muſt be 
formed to receive it, and to profit by it, before 
it can be beneficial to them. Government thers 
muſt be in every Society, to form a Society; 
and in every nation, to form it into a nation; elſe 
e 
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men are but, a herd of brute beaſts. Yet that 
Government which may ſuit one, will not ſuit 
another, till the minds of the pope. page * 
perly habituated to it. 

Indeed, it does not in general b us, the! 
Miniſters of Chriſt, to diſcourſe upon theſe matters 
in this place: but on this occaſion, it would miſ- 
become us to be ſilent. In theſe times it behoves 
us to remind you, that ſubmiſſion to Government 
is an ordinance. of God. It is not for us to ſay, 
but that a nation may change its. Form of govern- 
ment if it be ſeen proper: yet it is for us to ſay, 
that the people, if they conſult their own happi- 
neſs, will not be haſty to deſire a change; that 
temperate and gradual amendments are all that 
can be deſireable; that on any great change, the 
interval of Anarchy is always far worſe for the 
people, than the very worſt of governments; 
and that the common people, who generally 
mean well, always find themſelves at laſt the 


dupes of aſpiring leaders of faction. 


Theſe are truths, of which the page of Hiſtory 
e eee an example. But at this day, when 
ve Surſelves behold the ſhocking effects of Anar- 
chy in our next adjoining nation: a nation floriſh- 
ing in arts and opulence, ſunk at once to wretch- 


edneſs; deluged in blood, through their having 


liſtened. to the plauſible. tale of the 9 
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the ſpeculative Theoriſt on Government; can 
we of this nation, who already fit happy under 
our own Vine and our own fig- tree as the pro- 
phet expreſſes it“; we, who do feel our Perſons 
ſecure from the oppreſſion of arbitrary power; 
our Property our own ; not hable not poſſible to 
be wreſted from us by violence, but the arm of 
Government is always ready to defend it for the 
loweſt individual among us againſt the higheſt ? 
ſhall we, who know our houſe to be our caſtle, 
as it has often been called; whoſe entrance we 
may ſhut if we pleaſe againſt every 1ntruder ; 
ſhall we expoſe it to the demands of the licenti- 
ous, who are endeavoring to ' raiſe themſelves 
on our ruin ? ſhall we, who know that no aſſeſſ- 
ments can be impoſed upon the loweſt orders 
among us, but what muſt be laid in due propor- 
tion upon thoſe who appoint the aſſeſſment, and 
muſt be paid by them in like proportion too; 
and that therefore, if there were not other reaſons, 
it is beſt for the loweſt, that property ſhould be 
the meaſure of the ruling powers ? ſhall we, who 
already have a Government, long ſince the envy 
of other nations; formed gradually from the ex- 
perience of centuries; and adapted to the turn 
of the people, and the turn of the people and 
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their minds and their habits long adapted to it; 
a- Government, under which this nation has 
thriven ſo exceedingly, and become in wealth 
and importance one of the firſt of nations; 
Shall we barter all theſe ſolid advantages, all this 
fair inheritance, for a viſion ? an ideal ſcheme of 
perfection? We who are free - born, ſhall we caſt 
away our birth-rights; deluded by the plauſible 
tale of Atheiſtic Philoſophers, who have theſe 
four years been trying to form a Government they 
call perfect, and have in each ſucceeding year 
made it worſe than the preceding? Shall we 
liſten to theſe Infidels, who have brought their own 
country to deſolation, and have been ſtriving with 
all their arts to reduce all others to the ſame de- 
graded level? ſhall we join hands with them ? 
or” ſhall we concur with a few licentious men 
among ourſelves? men of unbounded ambition 
and deſperate fortunes, who are practiſing every 
artifice to checque the ardor of this nation, and 
the endeavors of its Governors, towards ſtemming 
the torrent of Anarchy and licentiouſneſs gone 
forth on the continent? Far be ſuch a mad- 
neſs from an Engliſh mind. As far be this from 
your thoughts, as the ſavage barbarity exerciſed 
among them of late, is from the honeſt feelings 
of a true Engliſh breaſt. Cool and undaunted 
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courage to reſiſt oppreſſion, is the character of 
this nation; but wanton cruelty is not. 

Of the peculiar happineſs under which we live 
at preſent; having a King on our throne, who is 
an exemplary pattern of religious and moral con- 
duct in himſelf; a Father to his people; whoſe 
ſtudy it is ſo to govern them, as to make . them 
happy; I have ſaid nothing: and ſcarcely know 
what to ſay in theſe days. It is a bleſſing, for 
which we ought moſt certainly to be thankful to 
the Almighty. A reaſon it is, we all muſt ſenſi- 
bly feel, as at all times fo particularly in theſe : 
diſtracted days, for grateful acknowledgement ; 
and for rallying round the ſtandard of a ſovereign, 
ſo juſtly beloved, I might almoſt ſay adored by his 
people ; and for defending him to the laſt drop 
of our blood againſt his ſecret as well as his open 
enemies. But—our neighbours! They too had a 
King! the moſt humane that ever ſwayed their 
ſceptre. Born to tyranny if he ſo had willed, 
he ſtudied to alleviate the oppreſſions to which his 
ſubjects had long been enured, and to curtail his 
own power for their advantage. He ſummoned \ 
his people around him, to notify to him their 
wiſhes. They went beyond his: yer he acquieſ- 
ced ; and accepted and ſwore to maintain a form 
of Conſtitution they themſelves had framed. And 
now they have deliberately murdered him, for 
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what? for having been true to the oath which 
they had themſelves impoſed upon him! Be this a 
warning to us, to what lengths men can go when 
they caſt off all ſenſe of ſhame. Pretending to 
rights of their own, theſe Reformers forget the 
rights of others. May we beware of ſuch re- 
forms. 

Vet, not content with ths deſtruction of their 
own Country, the French Reformers have erected: 
the ſtandard of Rebellion, and invited the diſaffect- 
ed of all nations to flock to it. Nay, we have 
ſeen them fallying forth in lawleſs bands, to differ- 
ent countries ; profeſſedly to overthrow all good 
order, and deftroy all good faith among. man- 
kind: driving the Magiſtrate from the ſeat of Juſ- 
tice, the Prieſts from the altars of God; declar- 
ing war, and waging open war, 1 all laws, 


divine as well as human. 


Till this conſummation of iniquity was profeſſed, 
we of this happy nation kept aloof ; not ſeeking 
to profit from the troubles of others; not wiſhing 
to add to their diſtreſs. But when they burſt 
their own bounds, and began like a torrent to 
overſpread other nations; when with inſidious arts 
they were detected in ſtirring up ſedition among 
ourſelves; then it became neceſſary to rouſe the 
ſpirit of this nation, to defend her religion and her 
laws; and to arm herſelf againſt theſe invaders of 
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her peace. If ever war can be juſtified, ſurely the 
preſent is the caſe. We have armed, to defend 
ourſelves againſt the aggreſſor. We have ſallied 
forth, ſolely to reſcue the opprefled from the op- 
preſſor. And, whatever the deſperate Leader of a 
now unprincipled oppoſition may aſſert; or hat- 
ever obſtacles the ſmall remnant of his followers 
may aſſiſt him in throwing in the way of Govern- 
ment; we will ſay, we muſt be bold to ſay on 
this occaſion, that their conduct had ſhewn, and 
does {till ſhew, how neceſſary it was for Govern- 
ment to arm. Their own behaviour proves, how 
neceſſary it is to keep a watchful eye over them, 
and over their traiterous correſpondence with a 
faithleſs enemy. | 

In this confidence it is, the Juſtice of our cauſe, 
we are here. afſembled this day, to implore the 
Divine aſſiſtance to our arms. And with humble 
confidence we ſurely may expect it. We have 
opened an aſylum to the Miniſters of their Altars 
whom conſcience has driven hither; and our 
purſes have. been opened to feed them ; though 
they are of a perſuaſion contrary to our own, and 
though perhaps they may not always have deſerv- 
ed it at our hands. But, while we guard againſt 
their errors, Chriſtianity, Proteſtant Chriſtianity, 
| teaches us to do this. We have received thoſe of 
the Laity from among them who were heretofore 


our enemies, ſo far as we dared ;—becaule they are 
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in diftreſs ; and we think we are obeying the com- 
mands af Chriſt our Saviour therein; and we 
truſt that it will have its reward. We go not forth 
to battle to invade the rights of others; but we are 
conſtrained to defend our own. Our deluded 
neighbours have caſt off all regard to the Deity : 
and thereupon we truſt, that ** the Lord our God,” 
in whom we believe, ** will ſave us from their 
„hands; that all the Kingdoms of the earth may 
* know,” and may acknowledge 1 
en ee even He only.“ 

Zut, to conclude at laſt (for I have been leh 
longer than I could have wiſhed) leaving the 
Atheiſts; and the Licentious, and the Inſincere, 
to repent of their conduct, or to receive the due 
reward of their deeds; let me, as a Miniſter of 
God to you, © beſeech you Brethren, by your hope 
« in God; by the coming of our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt,”* which I know you all expect; and 
« by our gathering together unto him,” which is 
to be in its due time; that ye be not ſhaken 
in mind,” as though there could be any doubt 
_ of Chriſt's having come to redeem the world; or of 
his being to come again to judge mankind 
4 neither be ye troubled” at the thought © that 
the day of Chriſt may peradventure be at 
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hand; but © withdrawing yourſelves from 


every brother that walketh diſorderly,” may 
you ſo remember what you have been taught, 
and fo profit by it, as that the day of the Lord 
may not overtake you like a thief in the 
* night*;” or ſurprize you unguarded, whenever it 
ſhall be. May you our dear children in the Lord 
hold yourſelves always ready. Seeing you know 
<« theſe things, may you beware, leſt being led 
* away with the error of the wicked, you ſhould 
fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs.” Be true to 
yourſelves: Be faithful to your King, to your 
Country, to your God ; the God of the whole 
earth, the God of all peace and conſolation ; and 
may you“ grow in grace, and in the know- 
edge and love of God, and of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.”+ 


2 Peter iii. 10. t Verſe 18. 


S E R M ON II. 


HEBREWS x. 23. 


LET US HOLD FAST THE PROFESSION OF OUR 
© FAITH WITHOUT WAVERING, (FOR HE 1$ 
* FAITHFUL THAT PROMISED) AND LET US 
© CONSIDER ONE ANOTHER, TO PROVOKE 
ce UNTO LOVE AND TO GOOD WORKS,” 


HE Letter which we have been commanded 

1 to read before you this day, in behalf of a 
collection for the preſent maintenance of ſome of 
the French Clergy, who through a principle of 
conſcience have been driven from their homes, is 
a call upon me ſpeak to you on that matter. 
Though ſenſible of their diſtreſs, and pitying their 
ſituation, I have been ſhy of bringing their caſe 
forward to your notice, till it was judged proper 
to do it in this public manner throughout the 
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kingdom. Indiſcreet zeal is often ſeen to be the 
cauſe of much miſchief. And therefore, what- 
ever it be that any perſon may chooſe to do in a 
private way, for which he is accountable only to 
God and his own conſcience ; when he acts in a 
public capacity, he ought to conſider how far 
the public may be aſſected by any thing he under- 
takes, and to conduct himſelf accordingly. 

Of che troubles in which a neighbouring nation 
has for ſome years unhappily been involved, 1 
need ſay nothing at preſent: having entered large- 
ly upon that ſubject, and full as much as could 

be proper for this place, on a late occaſion. 
On the peculiar ſituation of their Clergy I then 
ſcarcely touched ; fince it ſeemed foreign to the 
purpoſe of that day. At that time they were only 
uſt ſo far mentioned, as affording one ground of 
confidence we might entertain in the protection of 
the Almighty, in chat we had opened an aſylum for 
them in their diſtreſs, though they are of a com- 
munion differing much from our own. But on 
that head, it ſeems now proper to diſcourſe a little 
more at large. Their laboring under difficulties, 
is a call upon the true Chriſtian to relieve them, 
whoever or whatever they be, ſq far as in prudence 
he may. Yet the true; Chriſtian, who fees or 
thinks he diſcerns errors in their Doctrine, will 
at the ſame time beware, how he ſuffers himſelf 
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to be miſled by them. He will þe/ cautious, 
leſt the approbation he gives to their conſcienti- 
ous conduct in reſpect of what they eſteem right. 
ſhould make him inclined to adopt ſome of their 
errors, or to think of them with indifference. At 
leaſt; it ſhould ſeem but a neceſſary part of the 
Duty of a ſincere Paſtor, | at 4 time when: he en- 
deavors to move his Fleck to the exerciſe of cha- 
ritable benevolence towards theſe clergy of the 
Romiſh Communion, to add a ſeaſonable caution 
againſt the being led aſtray by them. It is one 
thing to ſhew Chriſtian kindneſs towards thoſe 
who differ from us; and quite another thing, to 
depart from the Truth; or even to waver from 
that ſtedfaſtneſs, with which every 3 
maintain what he ſees to be true. 570 

In my late Diſcourſe, 1 . to recall 
to your memories tht principal heads of what, 
during ſeveral years miniſtration among you, 
had been inculcated: exhorting you to “ beware, 
© leſt being led away wich the error of the wicked, 
« you ſhould fall; from your own ſtedfaſtneſs a 
in the belief and practice of true Chriſtianity. 
The error againſt which that caution was more 
particularly levelled; was, the miſchievous error 
of Atheiſm; which even the Romaniſts themſelves 
will join with me in calling, the error of the 
* wicked.” Againſt that, you know, I have re- 
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peatedly been zealous, and while breath lafts 
ſhall always eſteem it my Duty, to caution you. 
And one principal drift of the diſcourſe on that 
day, was, to point out to your obſervation the 
horrid effects of Atheiſm riding triumphant in an 
aſſembly of a neighbouring nation. Effects, 
which mark certainly, if any thing can with con- 
fidence be declared a mark of, the diſpleaſure of 
the Almighty towards them for their having reject- 
ed all acknowledgement of Him. They did 
not chooſe to retain God in their knowledge, 
and he has given them over, as the Apoſtle 
ſays, to a reprobate mind.“ They are already 
feeling ſome of the conſequences of it: and will 
thence by and by learn wiſdom. We may do it 
now. And my . endeavor on that day was, to 
point it out, and render it viſible to you. 

But of a different kind is the caution I have 
now to give you. Though fully convinced, as I 
truſt we of this place all are, of the errors of Pope- 
ry, and the truth of our Proteſtant profeſſion; 
and though I muſt ſay that it would be wicked- 
neſs in us, thinking as we do, to go over to them; 
far be it from me to ſay, or to think, or to ſuffer 
you from any words of mine to think, that they, 
either their Clergy or Laity, ought to be ſtiled 
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wicked in any degree, becauſe they continue in 
it. We may wonder at the deluſion under which 
they lie; and may pity them for not diſcerning 
their error: more eſpecially, if we conſider Po- 
pery, as in truth we muſt, to be a corruption of 
Chriſtianity; pointed out by Prophecy as à cor- 
rupt Church, from which the people of God are 
warned to come out, before its deſtruction. 
But, while its members continue under the delu- 
ſion, and do not ſee it in the light we do, there 
certainly is nothing of wickedneſs to be laid to 
their charge for their continuing in it. While 
they think it right, they moſt. affuredly would be 
as much to blame for quitting it; as we, think- 
ing as we do, ſhould be if we were to go over to 
Among other things of which I reminded you 
on the late occaſion, was, a ſeries of Diſcourſes 
delivered before you ſome years ſince, when an 
alarm had gone forth in this nation as if Popery 
were gaining ground among us. After the fer- 
ment ſubſided, which indeed had gone fat too 
great lengths while it laſted, it appeared to me to 
be the Duty of a Rector towards his Pati ſhioners, 
to explain to them fairly the ſtate of that matter. 
You know in general, during the whole of my 
| | Ela 
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miniſtration among you, I have cautiouſly ab- 
ſtained from the mention of any errors of any 
people whatſoever, when that could be avoided. 
The inculcating of Goſpel truths, as deduced im- 
mediately from the Holy Scriptures, and guard- 
ing you againſt the deceitfulneſs of ſin, I have al- 
ways ſuppoſed muſt be more generally beneficial 
to you. But at that time it appeared neceſſary, 
ſo far to depart from my cuſtomary method of 
preaching, as profeſſedly to enter upon that ſub- 
ject; and to let you know, what once was Pope- 
ry, what is Popery in theſe days, and what we 
mean by Proteſtantiſm. 

To that end, I gave you an Wend access of 
the origin and riſe of the Papal power. How, 
from being merely Biſhops of Rome, a principal 
City, they had gained an aſcendency over other 
Biſhops, and become temporal Princes: That from 
an ambition, not peculiar to theſe Biſhops of 
Rome but natural to man, they had taken advan- 
tage of the ages of ignorance which followed the 


deeline of the Roman Empire, to advance their 


power ; and gradually had eſtabliſhed many Prac- 
tices in the church, of which neither the Scrip- 
tures themſelves, nor the example of early ages 
give us any intimation, nor for which any author- 
ity can be traced. To recount even the pricipal 
oftliem now, and argue at all upon them, would 
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detain you too long; though at that time I endea- 
vored to explain them to you. Suffice it, for the 
preſent, to ſay, that Books being ſcarce, and few 
perſons able to read, what little learning there was 
in thoſe days, centered almoſt wholly among the 
Clergy; and that they, living in a profligate age, 
were not ſuch patterns of righteouſneſs, as Chriſt- 
ian Biſhops and Chriſtian Preachers ſhould endea- 
vor to be: That the Holy Scriptures having been 
tranſlated early into the Latin tongue, the language 
then ſpoken at Rome, the Service of the church 
was 1n that language too: and, as the Papal power 
extended itſelf over other countries, the ſervice of 
all the Weſtern Church become conducted in that 
language in every nation, though totally unintelli- 
gible to the people. This, among other things, 
as it took its riſe from the authority of the See of 
Rome, ſo it helped to increaſe that authority; 
and enabled the Popes and their counſellors, to 
eſtabliſh what doctrines or what ordinances _y 
ſaw convenient. 

The leading clue to this authority, and the pre- 
dominant feature of it, was, the Infallibility of 
the Pope; or at leaſt of a council under his di- 
rection: That he was the ſole interpreter of Scrip- 
ture; and that his deciſions were never to be 
queſtioned. By them, the Worſhip of the Vir- 
gin Mary, and of Angels, and of Saints depart- 
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ed, was introduced into the Church of Chriſt. 


By them the practice of erecting Images and Cru- 
cifixes was authorized; whence Image- worſhip or 
Idolatry became prevalent. Through them and 
their authority, the Euchariſt or Lord's Supper. 
from a reaſonable ſervice in Commemoration or 
Remembrance of Chriſt's death, became looked 
upon in a very different light; the Bread or Wa- 
fer being by them ſuppoſed converted abſolutely 
into the real body of Chriſt, and the wine as ab- 
ſolutely into his blood (which they call tranſub- 
ſtantiation) and thereupon become objects of 
adoration. After which, as in the Jewiſh and 
heathen temples, the beaſt ſacriſiced by their 
Prieſts, was ſacrificed for the People; ſo Chriſt 
was conſidered in the Popiſh Maſs, as ſacrificed 


ane for the living and the dead. Whence came 


repeated Maſſes to be celebrated by their prieſts, 
though alone, for the people abſent; and for the 
dead themſelves, whoſe ſouls were ſuppoſed to be 
relieved thereby from the pains, of | Purgatory. 
And much profit aroſe to the Romiſh Clergy, 


from the donations of the rich, for maſſes to be 
celebrated over their grayes: Purgatory being 


{ſuppoſed by the Romiſh Church, to be an inter- 
mediate ſtate of puniſhment between death and 
the reſurrection, from which the ſouls of the 
faithful might be relieved by the prayers and 
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maſſes of the living clergy. From the idea of the 
mals being a Sacrifice, has ariſen the cuſtom, ſo 
ſcrupulouſly obſerved in theſe days, of attending 
maſs celebrated by a Prieſt, as a ſacrifice offered 
for the People preſent ; without their ever parti- 
cipating of it themſelves, or ever hearing or un- 
derſtanding one of the words pronounced. Hence 
aroſe alſo the cuſtom, when the faithful Catholics 
do partake of it, that they partake only of the 
bread and not of the wine ; the bread alone being 
pretended ſufficient for the Laity, while the wine 
is reſerved for the clergy. From the aſſumed 
power of their infallible Popes, aroſe alſo the 
practice of granting Indulgences for ſins, to thoſe 
who could afford to pay for them; the ſhameful 
traffic in which in thoſe days, transferred from 
one of the religious orders in the Romiſh Church 
to another, firſt gave riſe to the Reformation. 
This transfer was ſeemingly a trivial circumſtance 
in itſelf; but, through the good pleaſure of God, 
this it was which brought about a great revolu- 
tion in the Church of Chriſt: 

An obſcure yet learned Friar, of that order 
which thought itſelf injured, was led thereby to 
an inquiry into the authority by which it had 
been appointed. A young Pope then in the 
chair; who had ſet on foot that traffic on a larger 
ſcale, to refill his coffers emptied by the encou- 
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ragement he had given to the polite arts; inſenſed 
at ſuch inquiry by one ſo far his inferior in rank, 


inſtead of ſoothing a dangerous opponent, as his 


predeceſſors had done in ſimilar caſes, ifſued the 
thunder of excommunication againſt Luther; 
who being emancipated thereby from the author- 
ity of the Church, proſecuted his inquiries with 
redoubled ardor. From one article, he pro- 


ceded to another; and finding the then practice 


of the Church, very different indeed from what 
Chriſt had taught, or the Scriptures authorized; 
tranſlated the Holy Scriptures into his native 
tongue, and invited all perſons to compare the 
one with the other. The art of Printing then re- 
cently invented (pointed out poſſibly at that time 
to mankind by the Deity for that purpoſe) for- 
warded his hopes. The Laity, from being un- 
lettered, were then become learned, and capable 
of examining for themſelves. Copies of the 
Holy Scriptures were now eaſily multiplied and 
diſperſed, both in the original and the tranſla- 
tion. The Clergy could no longer keep mankind 
ignorant of what Chriſt really had taught: and 
from that time, the whole fabric of Popery * 
to totter. 

The Reformation ſpread on every i f de; more 
particularly through Germany where it firſt ſprang 
up. Many Princes of the Empire adopted it. 


WM & 
The Pope iſſued his cenſures againſt them. They 
appealed from the Pope, to a Council. A Coun- 
cil he refuſed to call. Provincial Synods met to 
conſider of the affair. At one of them, (at Spire, 
1529) where ſome Decrees were made with which 
the Reformed could not comply, they proteſted 
againſt the decrees, and delivered their Proteſta- 
tion in Form; and from thence obtained the 
name of Proteſtants. A name, by which the re- 
formed have been called ever ſince: and in which 
they glory. To ſpecify thoſe decrees would de- 
tain us too long now. But, as I told you in one 
of thoſe diſcourſes, ſo it may be proper to repeat 
that now, The great diſtinction between the 
Church of Rome and thoſe who proteſted, was at 
that time, and continues to this day, and ought 
for ever to be kept in remembrance by thoſe who 
call themſelves Proteſtants; that the Papiſt or 
Roman Catholic, derives the rule of his Faith 
and Practice from the Decrees of his Church; 
the Proteſtant, from the word of God alone. 
They keep the Scriptures in a learned language, 
and as much as in them lies, reſtrain the Laity 
from the uſe of them; and they celebrate divine 
ſervice in an unknown tongue: we put the Holy 
Scriptures into the hands of the people in their 
own tongue, and celebrate divine ſervice in their 
own tongue too. They eſteem their Church and 
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its Rulers, infallible : We conſider all men, and 
all Churches compoſed of Men, as fallible ; and 
apply to the Holy Scriptures, and ſtudy the will 
of God in thoſe Holy Scriptures which © were 
« written for our learning,” and ſubmit our un- 
derſtandings ſolely to what is clearly declared 
therein. 

This diſtinction I could wiſh you always to bear 
in remembrance, as the reaſon for our departure 
from Popery, the ground of the hope chat is 
in us. 

Io fay that Popery in theſe days is the ſame 
as it was in the days before the Reformation, 
would not be doing juſtice to thoſe who now are 
of that profeſſion. Though their Doctrines have 
continued the fame, and ſome of thoſe we eſteem 
objectionable doctrines, have been authorized 
anew by a Council held at Trent a few years after 
the Reformation; yet certainly many corrupt 
practices in the Church of Rome, were reformed 
then: and many, very many pious and learned men 
there have been, and ſtill are, members of that 
communion, and officiating miniſters and digni- 
taries in it. True indeed it is, alaſs too true, 
that the corruptions retained in the Church, have 
given an advantage to the Infidel, to argue from 
them againſt Chriſtianity itſelf. For, ſeeing fo 
much of what we muſt allow to be abſurdity in 
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certain doctrines, and ſuperſtition in certain prac- 
tices in that communion, they have been too ready 
to accuſe Chriſtianity itſelf of abſurdity and ſuper- 
ſtition: to look upon it, or to repreſent it, as a 
cunningly deviſed fable, for the benefit of the 
religious orders. And, from a pretended horror 
of the perſecuting ſpirit, ſometimes too much 
encouraged by. the Church of Rome, they have 
pleaded the cauſe of heatheniſm as more tolerant. 
This has. been the favorite topic of many a cele- 
brated writer“ of late years. And theſe have. 
given birth to that ſpiric of Deiſm, and thence of 
Atheiſm, which has gone forth and ſpread its bane- 
ful influence on the continent, the ſad effects of 
which we now deplore. 

Yet is Chriſtianity itſelf, ſurely, not to be 
charged with the corrupt doctrines or practices of 
any Sect of Chriſtians whatſoever. Such as we 
find it in the Holy Scriptures, it is pure and peace- 
able, rational and conſiſtent. It is not involved in 
myſterious doctrines, nor burthened with ceremo- 
nious obſervances. It authorizes no perſecution; 
but recommends univerſal charity or benevolence 
towards all. Of ceremonies, (if they may be cal- 
led ceremonies) it appoints but two: the form of 
admiſſion into the profeſſion of it, by Baptiſm ; 


Voltaire, Gibbon, &c. 


„ : 
and the Form of reminding us of that profeſſion, 
and declaring our continuance in it, by partaking 
conſcientiouſly of the bread and wine 1n the Lord's 
Supper: partaking/ of them both, ourſelves, in 
remembrance of Chriſt ; who ſuffered once and 
but once for all mankind, and roſe again for 
all, and is aſcended into heaven, whence he will 
come again to judge all men. If the Church of 
Rome pretends to ſacrifice him afreſh in their maſs; 
the Church of Chriſt does not. If the Church of 
Rome authorizes the worſhip of the Virgin Mary, 
or of Angels, or of the Spirits of men depart- 
ed; the Church 'of Chriſt does not: .nay one 
of his Apoſtles calls that '** departing from 
„ the faith“.“ If the Church of Rome allows 
of images, and worſhips them with incenſe 
and adoration; the Church of Chriſt does 
not: the Apoſtle of Chriſt warns Chriſt's diſciples 
to “ flee from 1dolatry.” If the Church of Rome 
approves of and countenances monaſtic vows, or 
enjoins celibacy on certain orders in her commu- 
nion; the Church of Chriſt does not: the Apoſ- 
tle of Chriſt conſiders the. <* forbidding to marry” 
as a giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits.“ If the 
head of the Church of Rome claims to be lord of 
the faith of Chriſtians, the Apoſtles themſelves 
diſclaim any ſuch authority. Early practice 
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ſeems to countenance the ſetting apart of an order 
of men, for teaching Chriſtianity, and tor ex- 
horting men to the profeſſion and practice of it; 
but authority over the faithful they had none: 
much leſs bad; they, or did they claim, any au- 
thority to perſecute thoſe who differed from them. 
Vet in this laſt reſpect, thoſe who ſeparated 
from the Church of Rome, have alaſs ſhewn 
themſelves too much diſpoſed to follow them. 
Eager in the defenſe of what they eſteemed right, 
Proteſtants of every denomination, have ſpecifi- 
ed their tenets more particularly, and thereby 
rendered the terms of communion with them 
more narrow, than perhaps was neceſſary; and 
each has certainly been more than enough eager 
to maintain their reſpective opinions by,perſecut- 
ing others. An Error, natural perhaps to man: 
certainly not peculiar to one ſect or another ſect 
of Chriſtians: practiſed under Popery, and re- 
tained by Proteſtants, without conſidering ſuffi- 
ciently, that it is really a departure from the plea 
on which they can ng nen from the 
Church of Rome. t 
In chis nation, from various — * — 
not be recounted now, the fear of a return to Po- 
pery was predominant: to which, the ſupport a 
Popiſh Pretender to the crown of theſe kingdoms 
received from the court of Rome, added, a farther 
cauſe, for laying very ſevere reſtraints upon every 
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member of that communion. The troubles of 
the laſt century, gave occaſion for rigorous laws 
againſt” the Proteſtant Diſſenters too. In reſpect 
of each, it muſt be allowed, that ſome of the fe- 
verities towards either of them, were ſcarcely to 
be juſtified. However; be that as it may: the 
moſt ſevere of our laws have of late years been 
moderated, and lately been taken off from each : 
and ſome others may be in contemplation, if an 
over eager blending of religion with politics on 
their parts, does not make it be thought neceſſa- 
ry to retain, what would gladly be forgotten; 
and, if it _ with ſafety, would gladly = ob- 
literated. 

It is but of late, very its; yeurs indeed, that 
the nature of Chriſtian Toleration has been rightly 
underſtood: and ſome may have to learn it yet. 


But, ſeeing it is impoſſible to bring men to be en- 


tirely of one mind on any ſubject whatſoever, it 
is ſurely in vain to look for it, or to attempt it, 
in reſpe& of religion. Nay, ſince religion, if a 
man be ſincere, muſt be next to his heart; and every 
man muſt believe according to the conviction of 
his own, not another's, underftanding ; and muſt 
be zealous to worſhip God accordingly; the Rul- 
ing Powers of a ſtate, can have no right to 
abridge any man of the liberty of ſo doing ; nor 
to lay any reſtraints upon him on that account ; 
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excepting when, under the pretenſe of religion, 
the principles he avows interfere with the concerns 
of the ſtare. This ſeems to be pretty generally 
acknowledged among us now. And though 
ſome there may ſtill be on one fide, who are for 
keeping up harſh laws; and ſome on the other, 
for laying unlimited claim to a civil allowance, 
which perhaps may be doubtful as to its conſequen- 
ces; yet every man of every perſuaſion is certain 
ly now at free liberty to worſhip God in his owa 
way; and, if he does not interfere in the con- 
cerns of others, no one does interfere with bis. 

On chis preſumption it is, that theſe French 
Clergy, whoſe cauſe we plead before you this day, 
have truſted themſelves among us. Though we, 
as Proteſtants, are far from wiſhing to receive any 
emiſſaries from the Church of Rome; (and indeed 
againſt ſuch emiſſaries as ſhould attempt to per- 
vert our faith, it is apprehended our laws conn- 
nue ſtill in full force); yet we, as members of 
the Church of Chriſt, proteſting againſt the cor- 
ruptions of the Church of Rome; and taking 
the Holy Scriptures for our guide the rule of our 
conduct; are ready to exerciſe Chriſtian benevo- 
lence to all men, even to an enemy, in diftrels - 
For ſo has Chriſt commanded. Baniſhed from 
their homes; driven from their own country for 
conſcience ſake, by a ſer of Atheiſts who have 
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ſeized upon the Government of it; theſe Romiſh 
Clergy have ſhewn the confidence they have in a 
nation of true Chriſtians, by their coming hither, 
inſtead of reſorting to others of their own Commu- 
nion. They know the happy conſtitution, and the 
lenity of our Government. They know the Laws 
of Chriſt (though their Church has not always con- 
ducted itſelf according to thoſe laws): And they 
know too, that we not only profeſs to obſerve them, 
but have oftentimes manifeſted the fincerity. of 
our profeſſions by our practice. In that confi- 
dence it is, they have reſorted hither; to this 
happy Ifland, as an Aſylum againſt the fury of a 
lawleſs and impious band. And they have found 
their confidence well placed. They not only 
have been received among us as brethren; but they 
have been ſupported hitherto, by the voluntary 
contributions of private individuals, to whom 
their diſtreſs, and the peculiar circumſtances at- 
tending it, were known. The Letter read before 
you this day, which has been communicated to us 
through the regular channels, is graciouſly in- 
tended by our ſovereign to make their caſe 
known throughout the Kingdom ; in the hope, 
and the truſt, that this nation at large will afford 
them aſſiſtance till the ſtorm be overpaſt ; and 
prove, to theſe yet deluded members of a Church 
which we muſt call corrupt, that ours is, thus 
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far at leaſt, the true Church of Chriſt. Perhaps by 
ſuch benevolence, we may gain more than one 
brother. Perhaps, by ſeeing the purity of our 
« Faith working thus by Love“,“ ſome of that 
communion may be led into an examination of 
theirs; and may return as our forefathers did to the 
ſimplicity of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and may prac- 
tice it in Chriſtian purity : and, ſhould that hap- 
pily be the caſe, thoſe fad diſtractions which 
have driven them hither, may tend to good in- 
deed! Should that Church, the Church of 
Rome, which certainly has been reformed in 
ſome reſpects ſince ours ſeparated from it, think 
better of us, and condeſcend to learn a leſſon 
from us, and gradually trace back its errors, and, 
rejecting human authority and human inventions, 
return to the fimplicity of the Church of Chriſt ;— 
ſhould the relief they receive from us under their 
preſent diſtreſs, work that change 1n their hearts ; 
theſe miniſters of that communion having been 
driven hither, may prove one of the greateſt of 
bleſſings to them, —and through them to the 
world in general. It may be one of the means in 
the hands of the Almighty, (who always brings 
forth good out of the evil men had deviſed,) 
one of the plans deſigned by him, for awakening 
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mankind; and purifying his Church from the 
corruptions with which ic has fo long been over- 
ſpread. Of this, at leaſt, my Brethren we may 
be confident; that ſuch. truly Chriſtian behaviour 
in us, will ſecure a bleſſing from Him, on us, 
and our Church and Nation. | 

May you then, dearly beloved, do your parts 
on this ' occaſion. As ſays St. Paul to the Corin- 
thians, upon a collection he was making for dif- 
treſſed Chriſtians in his days, fo may I ſay to you; 
as you abound in love and harmony towards 
« each other, fee that ye abound in this grace 
* alſo* . Conſider within yourſelves, what it 
may ſuit you to ſpare towards the relief of our 
much injured brethren. *© For if there be firſt a 
„willing mind, it is accepted according to that 
* which a man hath, and not according to what 
„he hath not:” For it is not intended © that 
* other men be eaſed, and you burthened.“ 
Make up before hand your bounty},” whatever 
that be; that when thoſe who are appointed, wait 
upon you in the courſe of this week to collect your 
benevolence, *© you may be ready.” May you, 
our dear children in the Lord, ever © hold faſt 
the profeſſion of your Faith without wavering ; 
and may your practice always be found ſuita- 
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* ble to it. (For He is faithful who hath promi- 
* ſed” to recompenſe to every one according to 
his deſerving). But may you, and may we all, 
* confider one another alſo, to provoke unto love, 
*« and to good works.” Then may we have con- 
fidence before God: and may affuredly truſt in 
Him, that He will go forth with our fleets and 
our armies, and ſupport them in a righteous cauſe; 
He will look down with favour upon us, and 
% defend” this happy nation © with the ſhield"”$ 
of his protection. | 
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